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With the onset of globalization, many foreign words were imported into Japanese language and culture, especially from English.
Some of these words mean the same thing in Japanese and their original language, which can help make Japanese easy to
learn e.g. 7— 7]l teeburu means table, L X k> resutoran means restaurant. On the other hand, some words have adopted
different meaning and usage in Japan, which might not be easily understood by English speakers. Knowing these Japan-made
English (FI&ZEE HHE WL Z LT wasei eigo) words is bound to take your Japanese communication skills to another level!

A P42 aisu (ice)

x  x® = % x KX = £ W This usually refers to ice cream, iced treats or cold drinks such as 71 X

T 2 3 4 5 6 1T 2 3 4 = 1 — E — disu kbéhi (ice coffee). This is a good example of how

2 8 9 10 T 12 13 c 6 7 8 9 10 T ’ ' Japanese sometimes shorten words. When referring to actual ice
pieces, the Japanese word 3K kori is used.
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21 22 23 24 25 26 27 19 20 21 22 23 24 25 Y=F XY shi chikin (sea chicken)

28 29 30 26 27 28 29 30 3 A lot of Japanese call canned tuna “sea chicken”, but this is not exactly
wasei eigo. "Sea chicken” is a brand name for canned tuna produced by  ” A

11}% November 12}% Oeccember the Japanese company Hagoromo Foods Corp., who used this name

xk KX & xk KX & because it looks and tastes like chicken. As Hagoromo Foods is a popular
1 1 2 3 4 5 6 brand of canned tuna, people started calling all canned tuna &—FF 2.
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AT TR
9 10 1 12 13 14 15 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 E—— . .
Ry B | This does not mean ‘“large, fancy house”; it commonly means
WSSES— |
el

e 17 18 19 20 21 22 21 22 23 24 25 26 27
25 24 25 26 27 28 29 28 29 30 31
30

FI93Y tenshon (tension) 1 ﬁ Janvary 2 }% Febrvary
)9 &3 Associated with negative feelings such as stress and fear in English k X® # xk Xx & =

T <32 in Japanese is commonly used to mean “feeling, mood, or 1 2 3 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
level of excitement”. Someone who is /\T 7 > < 3 > haitenshon L 5 @6 7 8 9 10 S 9 10 1 12 13 14
(high-tension) or > < 3 > HE LY tenshon ga takai, is very excited,

full of energy, or in a good mood. Someone with low tension, m 12 13 14 15 16 17 15 16 17 18 13 20 2i
< 3 »HYEL tenshon ga hikui, would be down, or in a bad mood. 18 19 20 21 22 23 24 22 23 24 25 26 27 28

condominium, usually with 3 or more storeys and a more solid (and
, — expensive) build than its counterpart 7 /\— k apéato, which is a smaller
000 apartment complex.
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£99=2kvY dokuta sutoppu (doctor stop)

Traditionally used in sports, F 2% —2X kw7 is when a player in a sports
match is injured, and the doctor decides that contfinuing would be

difficult for that player, so the match is stopped. It also came to be used x KX ® X kK X ®= x
when someone is fold by the doctor not to do certain activities e.g. eat T2 3 4 5 6 7 1T 2 3 4
certain foods, smoke, etc. due to their health issues. _'\ 8 9 10 N 12 13 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1
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' 954k faito (Fight) ¥
< When a Japanese person tells you 7 74 k they are most likely cheering you 22 .23 24 25 26 27 28 19 20 21 22 23 24 25
on to “do your best” or "go for it”, not necessarily asking you to fight anyone! 29 30 31 26 27 28 29 30
S5 My
B B x % % & * B A Xk * * & + P3y, P4R=2 mai pésv (my pace)
1 2 1 2 3 4 5 6 T — This describes people who do things their own way or at their own pace,
2 4 5 6 7 8 9 72 8 9 10 N 12 13 ( L\__ and could carry a positive or negatfive nuance depending on the

situation. The "< T " here is not limited to when you are talking about
yourself, it generally means “one’s own”, so when describing another
person you would also say they are ¥ R— X Similarly, ¥ /\v % mai
baggu is not just “my bag”, as in your personal bag. Japanese people use
this to refer to someone’s reusable shopping bags.

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 28 29 30
-EIE_ 25 Buzust K94 donmai (don’t mind) BYe!
Xk X £ * *x X & x An informal phrase shortened from “don't mind”, this is used to cheer up @
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1 2 3 4 1 someone who has made a mistake, just like “don’t worry about it”.
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2 13 14 15 16 17 18 9 10 1N 12 13 14 15 ﬁ NG env ji (no good)

Short for *no good”, this was originally used when filming of a movie or

program does not go well and the clip is no longer usable. It refers to

26 27 28 29 30 3] 23 24 25 26 27 28 29 NG something that is not allowed or not acceptable, e.g., “talking loudly on
the train is NG".
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